
Candidate Optional Statements 

 

Academic Standing Committee – Life Sciences – 2 year term 

Christina Bergey (Genetics) – no statement 

Gary F. Merrill, Ph.D. (Cell Biology and Neuroscience) – no statement 

 

Academic Standing Committee –Math & Physical Sciences – 2 year term 

Ralf Warmuth (Chemistry and Chemical Biology) – no statement 

Lawrence J. Williams (Chemistry and Chemical Biology) – no statement 

 

Affirmative Action Committee – Humanities – 2 year term 

Benjamin Paul (Art History) – no statement 

Xiaojue Wang (Asian Languages and Cultures) – no statement 

 

Affirmative Action Committee – Life Sciences - 2 year term  

Brian Daniels (Cell Biology and Neuroscience) – no statement 

Rafiq Huda (W.M. Keck Center for Collaborative Neuroscience, Cell Biology and Neuroscience) – I 

am deeply committed to promoting diversity and inclusiveness at the University. I firmly believe 

that a student, staff, and faculty body that reflects the diversity of our community are vital to solving 

the many challenges facing our world today. Given the work ahead, fostering an environment 

where people from all backgrounds and walks of life come together is the only way forward. 

 

Core Requirements Committee – Humanities – 2 year term 

Diane Shane Fruchtman (Religion) – Dr. Fruchtman is a scholar of Christian thought, specializing 
in medieval Christianity (defining "medieval" broadly: from Constantine to Luther) and focused on 
the Latin west. Her research explores rhetoric and the realities it helps construct, particularly in the 
realms of violence and martyrdom. She received her doctorate from Indiana University in 2014. 
She is currently working on a book, Surviving Martyrdom: Martyrdom without Death in the Late 
Ancient Latin West and Beyond, that examines the attempts of fifth century Latin authors to make 
martyrdom accessible to the masses, despite the end of official persecution. 
 

Tamara Sears (Art History) – no statement 

 



Candidate Optional Statements 

 

Core Requirements Committee – Life Sciences – 2 year term 

Gleb Shumyatsky (Genetics) – no statement 

Lei Yu (Genetics) – no statement 

 

Faculty Review Committee – 2 year term 

Fumio Matsumura (Molecular Biology and Biochemistry) – no statement 

Wise Young (W.M. Keck Center for Collaborative Neuroscience) – no statement 

 

Honors Committee – Humanities- 3 year term 

Ethel Brooks (Womens’s Gender and Sexuality Studies, Sociology) – no statement 

Damaris Otero-Torres (Spanish and Portuguese) – no statement 

 

Honors Committee – Social & Behavioral Sciences - 3 year term 

Dan Cubanes (Anthropolgy) – no statement 

Alexander W. Kusnecov, Ph.D. (Psychology, Behavioral and Systems Neuroscience Program) – I 
am a trained psychoneuroimmunologist investigating functional interactions between the brain, 
behavior and the immune system. My postdoctoral training was received at the University of 
Rochester Medical School, Department of Psychiatry. At Rutgers, I am a former undergraduate 
director of the Psychology department, and have extensive experience in administering the honors 
program in my department. I have trained numerous Ph.D. and Master’s students, and with regard 
to undergraduate researchers, many have conducted honors projects. A good number of my 
undergraduate mentees have gone on to doctoral graduate programs and medical school. As the 
undergraduate director, I introduced a special seminar that is mandatory for our honors 
candidates. This has evolved into a rigorous forum for instructing students on how to conduct 
literature reviews, write methodology sections, analyze data and present results appropriate to the 
data, and discuss their work concisely, but with insight. It has proved to be an excellent 
springboard for a successful career in research.  

 

 

 

 

 



Candidate Optional Statements 

 

Nominations & Elections Committee – Humanities - 2 year term 

Nicola Behrmann (German, Russian and East European Languages and Literatures & 

Comparative Literature) – I am a faculty member since 2010 and currently serve as Graduate 

Director. In the past, I have been directing the Rutgers in Berlin Summer Program for five 

consecutive years. My research focuses on 20th century avant-gardes and I conduct research in 

Germany and Switzerland. 

Matthew Buckley (English) – no statement 

 

Nominations & Elections Committee – Math and Physical Sciences - 2 year term 

Matthew Buckley (Physics and Astronomy) – no statement 

Alan Goldman (Chemistry and Chemical Biology) – no statement 

 

Nominations & Elections Committee – Social & Behavioral Sciences- 2 year term 

Paul McLean (Sociology) – no statement 

Andrey Tomashevskiy (Political Science) – no statement 

 

Rules of Procedure Committee – Life Sciences – 3 year term 

Peng Jiang (Cell Biology and Neuroscience) – no statement 

Bryce Nickles (Waksman Institute of Microbiology, Genetics) – no statement 

Michael Verzi (Genetics) – no statement 

 

Scholarship Committee – Math & Physical Sciences – 3 year term 

Sagar Khare (Chemistry and Cell Biology) – no statement 

Lujendra Ojha (Earth and Planetary Services) – no statement 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Candidate Optional Statements 

 
Undergraduate Admissions Committee – Math & Physical Sciences – 2 year term 

 
Spencer Knapp (Chemistry and Chemical Biology) – no statement 

Zheng Zhang (Computer Science) – no statement 

 

 
Undergraduate Admissions Committee – Social & Behavioral Sciences – 2 year term 

 
Diego Anzoategui (Economics) – no statement 

Quan D. Mai (Sociology) – no statement 

Xian Huang (Political Science) – no statement 

 

University Senate - (3 year term) 

Carole Allamand (French) – no statement 

Andrea Baldi (Italian) – no statement 

Robert S. Boikess (Chemistry and Chemical Biology) – During my 52 years at Rutgers, it has been 
very exciting for me to have been part of its transformation from a sleepy little place to a major 
AAU public research university. Student, faculty, and staff governance has played a vital role in our 
transformation and will continue to play a vital role in our future development. My commitment to 
participate actively in building a university that truly is a university of its faculty and students and 
staff is as strong as it ever has been. My commitment to advocating for student, faculty, and staff 
rights is stronger than ever, because these times require it. So, I am currently serving on the 
Executive Committee of the University Senate and of the New Brunswick Faculty Council.  As a 
member of the Senate for more than 35 years, as a member of the New Brunswick Faculty Council 
from its creation, and as a member of countless committees whose charges ranged from parking 
to athletics, even to academics, I have learned a great deal. I have learned how things work; I have 
learned how to get things done; I have learned what matters. Now is a critical time for Rutgers. I 
ask you for the opportunity to continue to serve on the University Senate and to use what I’ve 
learned and my experience to represent you and work to make Rutgers the very best we can be. 
 

Jessey Choo (Asian Languages and Cultures, Medieval Studies, Religion) – no statement 

Xinfu Jiao (Cell Biology and Neuroscience) – no statement 

Patricia Morton, Ph.D. (Cell Biology and Neuroscience, Keck Center for Collaborative 
Neuroscience) – I would be honored to serve on the University Senate.  I work with students, 
faculty, business, and community so would hope to bring a variety of perspectives. 
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Larry Romsted (Chemistry and Chemical Biology) – no statement 

Charles (Chaz) Ruggieri (Physics and Astronomy, Office of STEM Education) – Charles (“Chaz”) 

Ruggieri is an Assistant Professor of Professional Practice in the Office of STEM Education and 

the Department of Physics and Astronomy. He conducted postdoctoral research in physics 

education research at Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, and earned his Ph.D. in 

experimental surface and interface physics from Rutgers.  Chaz currently serves as a member of 

the TRIAD Coalition within SAS’s Office of STEM Education and facilitates interdisciplinary faculty 

workshops to engage faculty in educational practices supported by education research literature. 

Chaz collaborates with faculty members in the Department of Physics and Astronomy to transform 

courses towards active learning practices and evaluate course transformation efforts. Chaz 

conducts research on (1) how introductory physics students engage with free online resources to 

support their learning, and (2) graduate student pedagogical preparation for active learning 

 Amrik Sahota (Genetics, Human Genetics Institute of New Jersey) – I’m  a  faculty  member  in  

the  Department  of  Genetics  and  a  member  of the  Human  Genetics Institute of New Jersey. I 

am a board-certified geneticist and a licensed clinical laboratory director. I have extensive 

experience working in medical research laboratories, clinical diagnostic laboratories, and 

biospecimen repositories, including many years as associate director or director of such 

laboratories. My primary area of research is genetics of rare kidney stone diseases and treatments 

for these diseases. Other areas of interest include development and implementation of molecular 

diagnostic tests and biorepository operations for large-scale genomic studies. I have worked as a 

member or chair of several committees within the Department of Genetics, including the Seminar 

Committee, Honors and Awards Committee, and Promotion and Review Committee for junior 

faculty. I serve as a mentor for several undergraduate programs, including SAS Honors, Aresty  

Summer  Research  Fellows, and Aresty  Research  Assistants. I’m  also an advisor  for  SAS  

Scholars  Days, ;faculty  mentor  for  the  STEM  Research  Program,  Douglass Residential 

College; and a guide or research presenter for Rutgers Day. .I would be honored to serve as a 

SAS representative to the University Senate. 

Labros Sidossis (Kinesiology and Health, Medicine, Robert Wood Johnson Medical School, 
Rutgers University, New Jersey) – I would like to contribute to efforts to make our University more 
outward-looking, open to new and fresh ideas, commit to research excellence and advance its 
global reach. 
 

Thomas M. Stephens (Spanish and Portuguese) – If elected, I will gladly serve on the University 

Senate. I have served as Chair of the New Brunswick Faculty Council and believe in real shared 

governance. 

 

 


